1794]                TIME LOST ENEMY'S GAIN                     $$
of it, and in the low battery, called the Fort of Fornoli, a mortar and several new guns were mounted.
As Major Kochler had been employed with me in the mission to Corsica, and had agreed in all the particulars of the report I made, I wished for his opinion again before I wrote to General Dundas. I immediately sent to him to leave the guns to Captain Cooke and the officer of artillery and to come to me hy daylight in the morning. The regiment was ordered to prepare to pass the night upon their arms, the officers to sleep with their companies, &c. Before dark I received messages that the guns were not very far from camp. The 6-pounder was brought in that night, the howitzer, escorted by the Royals, next morning early; nothing could exceed the zeal of Captain Cooke or the exertions of the seamen, Both were necessary to accomplish such a service. Major Kochler set out on receiving iny note, and arrived about two in the morning. I imparted, to him everything I had observed, and we agreed to take a view of the works in the morning with Captain Nepean.
The regiment stood to their arms an hour before daylight. As soon as they were dismissed Kochler, Nepean, and I set out, and after examining the works for several hours returned to camp. They agreed with me that the force I had was not equal to the undertaking, I then wrote to General Dundas, reporting the state in which I had found the enemy's works. I said that the attack on the works of Martello Bay, which had been entrusted to me as a previous step to that of St. Fiorenzo, had now, from the time that had been given to the enemy to fortify themselves, become an operation which would employ the whole of his force, but that, when those works were carried, the business would probably become easy. I described to the General the situation of the enemy, but begged that he would come himself and judge upon the spot. I said that in the meantime I had taken measures to ensure fresh provisions for the troops, and that with the assistance I had from the Corsicans, I conceived myself to be secure in the post I had chosen.lmost dark before everybody and everything were on commanded within a few
